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Abstract Geographic information science is the science of modern geography and computer information, the new interdiscipli-
ne, which methods from two disciplines. With the developmenting of geographic information science itself, “Virtual Earth”
concept is increasingly of concern to everyone. “Virtual Earth” is basiced on geographic information data base and integrating
the various disciplines of other thematic data (such as geology, hydrology. climate, ocean currents, glaciers and other data)
which makes greatly expanding the field of geographic information science. It is attracting a large number of researchers into va-
rious research which produce large amounts of geographic information results. For this hot issue, this article is presents from
Virtual Earth’s history and current status of research by analyzing a typical example of the field study results and explore the
meaning and the current state of development of *virtual Earth”,
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